
Is Your Organization Vulnerable to 
Cybersecurity Breaches? 
 

“You have entered the connected world.”  

That may sound like something right out of a 60’s horror film.  However, the internet has allowed us to 
connect with anyone from around the world.  This has allowed businesses to become global 
organizations and reach customers in any country.  We can follow the adventures of friends and family, 
no matter where they are.  Our cars can communicate with our phones for directions and places to eat.  
We can communicate with our house while at work to turn off lights, close garage doors, change the 
temperature and view security cameras.  The list goes on - just look around at everyone using their 
mobile devices to connect themselves to their world. 

The convenience of a connected world does have a scary side like that 60’s horror film, only very real.  
We are being attacked by criminals from all over the world.  No longer is physical presence required, 
therefore the old physical security measures will not protect us.  Cyberattacks cost businesses $400 
billion per year, and cybersecurity is the number one concern for most connected businesses.  It is even 
scarier when we learn that 95% of security breaches are caused by human error.  Many of these 
breaches fall into the category of hacking, but have little to do with someone using advanced technical 
skills to access private information.  

Most attackers look for unsuspecting users who will unwittingly help them with their attacks.    These 
users may have weak passwords or may connect to unsecured wireless access points. They may also be 
willing to click on file attachments that contain malware or on a web link that asks for their user ID and 
password. We can spend millions on security infrastructure, but if users are willing to throw caution out 
the window, then these investments have limited ROI.  In fairness to most users, they only know what 
they know and they don’t know what they don’t know.  That is why the FBI recommends every 
employee receive cybersecurity training as the first step to deter data breaches. 

CPA Crossings has partnered with Logical Operations to bring you the CyberSAFE program.  CyberSAFE 
teaches ordinary employees to maintain the physical security of devices, use passwords effectively, 
protect data, identify and mitigate malware, and use wireless devices securely.    There is even the 
option to have your employees take a short test upon completion of the course to receive the 
CyberSAFE credential.   Empower your employees with knowledge to protect both themselves and your 
company from cyberattacks. 

Bryan L. Smith, CPA.CITP, CISA, is a Virtual CIO and is co-founder of CPA Crossings, LLC in Rochester, Michigan. He is 
a nationally recognized author and speaker, and is passionate about the opportunities for CPAs to benefit from safe 
and secure computing. Visit cpacrossings.com for a listing of webinars and seminars that CPA Crossings offers.  You 
can reach Bryan at bsmith@cpacrossings.com.  

 

To learn more about the CyberSAFE webinar, click here. 
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